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loved one.” Pope Francis Urbi et Orbi
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Easter Message.

The Diocese of Monterey warmly
welcomes you to The Tide, your local
official newsletter. In our sixth edition,
we highlight just a few examples of how
people in our parishes and schools
continue to make a positive difference in
the midst of the pandemic challenge.
This Diocese of Monterey newsletter
does not require subscription and does
not include any paid advertising or
solicitation.
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A new beginning for Ave Maria Senior Living...
Article by: Susan Mayer, General Councel and HR Director for the Diocese of Monterey

There are exciting things happening at Ave Maria Senior Living! We are transitioning the skilled nursing facility to a
memory care facility and hope to have it open soon. A lot of work is being done on property to get things ready: The
Knights of Columbus have been helping beautify the outside area and we have hired a new Assisted Living Director,
Ruth Elliott. She comes to Ave Maria with years of experience in assisted living facilities and will be a great addition
to the staff. Welcome, Ruth!

Thank you Knights of Columbus!
Article by: Jewel Gentry, California Missions Coordinator

This Spring several brothers from the Knights of Columbus Council 5261 from Saint Francis Xavier were called to be of
service for a few days of Spring cleaning at Ave Maria senior living. As the changes are taking place inside, much
outside work has been needed. Everything from gardening to outdoor facility maintenance was needed. Thanks to
the Knights and their quick response to service, the grounds have been successfully beautified. The Diocese of
Monterey and Ave Maria are very grateful for the Knights and their eagerness to help with this project. And special
thanks to Tom Riordan and his family for also contributing their time to help with the cleanup project.

New Year for School of Ministry...
Article by: Ann Ventura, Executive Assistant for the Diocese of Monterey

The School of Ministry is humming along with a variety of virtual sessions. To date
we have offered courses on Ministries of Social Justice & Charity and Spirituality
for Ministry, and we’re now in the process of delivering two separate cohorts on
the Ministry to the Sick, Homebound and Dying. Future sessions include Grieving
Ministry and Liturgical Ministry. Watch your parish bulletin for more information
or call the School of Ministry office at 831-645-2848.

Annual Ministries Appeal 2021 – Building a Family of Faith…
Article by: Caitlin Fillmore, Director of Development

The Office of Stewardship and Development is seeing a great wave
of support for our Building a Family of Faith 2021 Annual Ministries
Appeal. As of April 21, twenty-five of our parishes have met or
exceeded their goal! This means that our parish and diocesan
ministries can continue their service as well as respond to new
needs. Because of your donations, our youth are being catechized
and the poor are served in our communities. Our seminarians and
deacon candidates are being prepared for service to the People of
God in our Diocese. If you haven’t yet donated to the 2021 AMA,
please visit dioceseofmonterey.org/giving or contact your parish
to give. Thank You!

Thank You Catholic School Teachers and Staff!
Article by: Kimberly Cheng, Superintendent of Schools

The first week of May is traditionally Teacher Appreciation Week. This year has been marked by
incredible dedication and hard work by the teachers and staff in our Catholic schools. As soon as our
schools were able to open for in-person learning, we gave our students the opportunity to return to the
classroom. At the same time, our schools continued to provide a virtual option for families who chose to
learn from home. This led to teachers spending many hours outside the normal school day on planning
and prepping to ensure that all our students received a high-quality Catholic school experience. Staff
members took on additional responsibilities and duties to support the smooth operations of the school.
As we navigated this year through face coverings, physical distancing, symptoms screening and extra
cleaning, our teachers and staff did so with a spirit of grace and hopefulness.
On behalf of our Catholic school principals, our Diocesan staff, and our school families, thank you to our
Catholic school teachers and staff for sharing your gift of ministry with our students. God’s blessings to
you!

